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Welcome!
Who We Are...

Kathy Munie & Cyndi Cunico

SNAP & Aussielads Aussie Rescue

The response from the first issue of our newsletter was
overwhelming and we appreciate all the encouragement
to continue. We hope you’ll enjoy this issue even more!

Kathy Munie is the founder of SNAP (Special Needs
Aussie Placement). SNAP was founded in 2001
because of the large number of Special Needs Aussies
in need of special homes that would look beyond their
physical disabilities. SNAP provides hand signal
training prior to adoption and upon request afterward.

Cyndi Cunico of Aussielads Aussie Rescue began
rescuing Aussies over 5 years ago. About 3 years ago,
Aussielads began getting calls about blind and/or deaf
Aussies that were scheduled to die in the pounds
because they were deemed unadoptable.

continued on page 2

Hope sees the invisible, feels the
intangible, and achieves the impossible -
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SAGE
Save Aussies Get Educated
Cyndi Cunico

Aussielads Aussie Rescue

As promised in our last issue, we would like to
introduce Sage, our “poster child” for Lethal Whites and
the reason we have come this far. Early June of 2001,
we were contacted about a little Lethal White girl with a
conjunctival defect (no sight) in her left eye and an
abnormal pupil in her right eye. She was a tiny little girl,
only weighing 22 Ibs and as sweet as could be. So, we
brought her home. She was about 6 months old.

We had rescued Kandoo (disabilities very similar to
Sage) and tried very hard to find him a loving home,
but no one was interested, except for us. © We also
knew that there would be many more like Sage and
Kandoo and we needed to do something to help
prevent these babies from being born. Thus began the
Lethal White Awareness Campaign.

We took this close up (click here to see flyer) and with
the help of a lot of caring people, set out to educate the
general public in hopes of preventing Merle-to-Merle
breeding of Australian Shepherds. Look for us at
Pets911 adoption events in AZ and stop by to say hello
to Sage and meet her family!



http://www.aussielads.com/sage.htm
http://www.aussielads.com/save_aussies_get_educated.htm
http://www.aussielads.com/save_aussies_get_educated.htm
http://www.aussielads.com/sage_flyer.htm
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Welcome!
Who We Are...

Now that we have joined forces, we will be able to
bring you more information, exciting news and events
across USA! We look forward to spending time with
you again through future issues. m

SNAP (Special Needs Aussie Placement)
Kathy Munie

Jim & Kathy Munie, along with Fran Cooney, of St.
Louis, MO founded SNAP, a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to the rescue and re-homing of deaf and
vision impaired Lethal White Australian Shepherds in
2001. SNAP provides basic training in hand signs to
the deaf dogs in their care prior to adoption and upon
request, offers training assistance after adoption.
Special needs dogs do make wonderful companions;
they are loving, affectionate and willing to please. We
encourage all potential adopters to give careful
consideration to the responsibility involved in sharing
your life with a special needs dog prior to adoption.
The Munies share their home with 2 children, Amy
(15) & Matt (9), along with 2 Lethals, Angel & Mango,
Kal (non-special needs Aussie), Casey (Great
Pyrenees) and Merrygo, a Lethal White foster. Fran
shares her home with 2 Lethals, Helen & Luke and
Oly, a Lethal White foster.m

Aussielads Aussie Rescue
Cyndi Cunico

Aussielads Aussie Rescue! *!‘ﬁ
- |

Dave & Cyndi Cunico founded Aussielads Aussie
Rescue in August of 2000, after working several years
with another rescue group. We have fostered and re-
homed many wonderful Aussies and are now
concentrating on finding Lethal Whites new loving
homes. We share our life with 2 Lethals, Kandoo and
Dimmer, along with 4 non-special needs Aussies,
Augie, Austin, Alex and Stormy, and an African
Senegal Parrot named Spanky.

We would like to welcome our new partner, Lorraine
Ayres. Contact info (page 3). m

Helen, Bark in the Park Mascot

Humane Society of Missouri

Photo courtesy of Humane Society of Missouri

Kathy Munie

Special Needs Aussie Placement

"Extremely intelligent, loving and graduated third in her
obedience class, Helen is totally deaf and blind. She
represents that all dogs deserve a loving home.”
(Winning entry in the 2003 Humane Society of
Missouri’s Bark in the Park Mascot contest).

Many drool at the chance but only one dog can be the
Bark in the Park mascot! Last fall, dozens of St. Louis
area dog lovers submitted a photo and a 25-word
essay describing their best friend and why he/she
should be chosen to represent the Humane Society of
Missouri as the “Bark in the Park” mascot. The
Humane Society judges chose three finalists who were
then posted on the website so that the public could
vote for their favorite canine. On March 3, 2003, the
announcement came out — Helen won! Helen’s
responsibilities will include leading the fundraising
walk and representing the Humane Society at various
events throughout the year. “We want to thank
everyone who voted for Helen. This will be a great
opportunity for us to educate the public about the deaf
Aussies and to show everyone what they are capable
of.”

Helen was adopted by Fran Cooney, one of the
founders of SNAP (Special Needs Aussie Placement)
in St. Louis, MO in March of 2001. To read more
about Helen and the Bark in the Park event, visit the
Humane Society of Missouri’'s website at
www.hsmo.org or to see a short video of Helen
performing hand signs, visit the SNAP website at
www.snap4thedogz.org/training_demos.htm =

Until there are none - Rescue one!



http://www.hsmo.org/bark/mascot.html
http://www.hsmo.org/
http://www.snap4thedogz.org/training_demos.htm

CoONTACT Us!

Listed below is our contact information. Please feel free to
call or write for additional information or with questions or
comments. We would love to hear from you!

SNAP

www.snap4thedogz.org

KATHY & Jim MUNIE

9328 TALBOT DRIVE
ST. Louis, MO 63123
(314) 853-6542

Email: snap 4thedogz@sbcglobal.net

AUSSIELADS AUSSIE RESCUE

www.aussielads.com

CYNDI & DAVE CuNICO

926 W. NIDO AVENUE
MEsA, AZ 85210
(480) 755-3598

Email: aussies@aussielads.com

LORRAINE AYRES

MEsA, AZ
(480) 654-2354

Email: k9mom@cox.net

Be sure to check here in each issue for
upcoming events or special notices!

Aussielads Aussie Rescue has partnered with Pets911
and attends their adoption events to give a
presentation of the Lethal White Awareness
Campaign. We are always accompanied by Sage,
Sedona and Spirit (adopted Lethals) who help us
educate the public about Merle-to-Merle breeding. Be
sure to check our website (www.aussielads.com) for
details on where we’ll be each month. Stop by to say
hello and meet the girls! =

Meet Megan!

We would like to introduce you to a very special lady
who has gone “above and beyond” for many Lethals.
Her name is Megan Miller and she does Lethal White
Rescue in Southern California.

Megan rescued her very first Lethal, B Jei, about 6
years ago. He was brought into her workplace to be
euthanized when he was 4 weeks old because he was
blind and deaf. She decided to keep him instead of
letting him die and she says he has been the best dog
ever! B Jei took 4" place in his obedience class of
approximately 50 other dogs. Pretty impressive, isn’'t
it? B Jei learned all of his commands by touch.

Shortly after getting B Jei, Megan began rescuing
Aussies and finding homes for over 100 adult dogs in
the past 5 years. This past year Megan came across
another Lethal and she’s been rescuing them ever
since. All are taught basic hand signals (or touch)
prior to adoption. They are leash trained, crate trained
and learn how to be an active part of a family.

When Megan isn’t saving Aussies, she works at an
animal hospital and teaches agility. She also
competes in agility trials every weekend.

Megan has does a tremendous job of finding many
Lethals-In-Need wonderful new homes. Be sure to
look for one of her success stories in an upcoming
issue! To contact Megan, please email her at
collectinaussies@yahoo.com To meet some of the

I looked at all the caged animals in the shelter....the
castoffs of human society. | saw in their eyes love
and hope, fear and dread, sadness and betrayal. And
| was angry. "God" | said, "This is terrible! Why don't
you do something?" God was silent for a moment and
then spoke softly, "I have done something" was the
reply, "l created you." - Jim Willis.

great Lethals Megan has available for adoption,
please visit www.aussielads.com/lethalsUSA.htm =

)



http://www.snap4thedogz.org/
mailto:snap_4thedogz@sbcglobal.net
http://www.aussielads.com/
mailto:aussies@aussielads.com
mailto:k9mom@cox.net
http://www.aussielads.com/
mailto:collectinaussies@yahoo.com
http://www.aussielads.com/lethalsUSA.htm

A Success Story!
Dolci

Cyndi Cunico
Aussielads Aussie Rescue

Dolci then....and now!

Dolci came to us from an Arizona kill shelter in March
of 2002; she is totally blind and deaf. She was in
foster care for about 3 weeks when Caitlin was doing a
little “surfing” and found her on our website. She
immediately fell in love. When Caitlin and Teresa
came to meet her, they both knew their lives would
never be the same.

Since neither Caitlin nor Teresa had any experience in
sharing their lives with a blind and deaf dog, they
began by looking at things from Dolci’s point of view.
They made small, but necessary adjustments to her
living environment, such as securing a fenced area to
ensure Dolci’s safety. Their next step was to utilize
Teresa’s experience in obedience training and simply
make a few adjustments...such as touch opposed to
voice commands. As a result of Teresa’s successful
efforts, Dolci was entered in AAWL’s Mutt Show
(2002) “Trickiest Mutt” Contest and won a prize...plus
an article in the AZ Republic written by Scott Craven,
who just happened to be one of the judges at the
contest.

To find out more about Dolci, please visit her at her
very own website at http://rocketsalad.net/dolcezza

i
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LUCKY LETHALS!

In each future issue, we will be highlighting a
successful adoption story about one of the many
wonderful Lethals who have found new homes. m

Featured Lethal White Rescue

vy E'J;

Chico Aussielads Aussie Rescue

'8‘ %Chico finds forever home!

Chico is a 4-month-old Red Merle Lethal White who is
totally blind and deaf. He was turned in to a no-kill
shelter by his family when he was 12 weeks old
because he played too rough with the kids. We were
contacted by the shelter because he was too much of
a “handful” for them to adopt out...he wouldn’t stop
barking while in his kennel! Chico was placed in
foster care and is learning that people can be gentle
and trustworthy. Chico is crate trained and loves to go
for walks (on a leash, of course). He is also learning
some touch signals and is almost completely house
broken. He loves playing with other dogs and is
learning all about doggie language. If you are
interested in adopting Chico, please contact Lorraine
at k9mom@cox.net for all the details.m

8% | Purchased 8

fly Dog Graphics From
FUZZIY FACES

Lethal White Graphics Available

We have received many inquiries about the Aussie
graphics used on our site. We would like to
acknowledge the wonderful work of Deborah & Kelly
Burton (Silver Springs, FL) who have graciously
designed the new Lethal White graphics. Please visit
http://www.fuzzyfaces.com/cdrom1.html to order yours
today. You can choose from many groups, such as:
Sporting, Hound, Working, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting,
Herding and Special Cardigan Welsh Corgi and
Pembroke Welsh Corgi. Agility, Obedience, Patriotic
and Generic sets are also available. m



http://www.aussielads.com/muttwalk2002.htm
http://www.aussielads.com/Dolci.pdf
http://rocketsalad.net/dolcezza
http://www.teamcanine.com/about.html
mailto:k9mom@cox.net
http://www.fuzzyfaces.com/cdrom1.html
http://rocketsalad.net/dolcezza

Feedback!
Tell Us What You Think

We appreciate all the great feedback we received from
our first issue and we would love to hear from you
again. Tell us what you would like to see in future
issues. All comments are welcomed!

If you would like to submit a “Lucky Lethal” story,
please send your story, along with a picture, to Cyndi
at aussies@aussielads.com You will receive
notification of when your story will be published.

If you know of someone who would like to receive our
newsletter but does not have internet access, please
contact Kathy at snap_4thedogz@sbcglobal.net for
details on how to obtain a hard copy.m

Information!

About our newsletter

Lethal Whites Across USA is a publication by SNAP &
Aussielads Aussie Rescue for those interested in the
support of Lethal Whites (Special Needs Aussies).

The articles and information contained in this
publication have been deemed to be of interest to our
readers, but do not necessarily reflect the beliefs or the
opinions of all Aussie Lovers. Reader input is
encouraged and will be seriously considered for future
publications. m

Lethal Whites W i |
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Looking for Foster Homes
Across the USA

Both SNAP and Aussielads Aussie Rescue constantly
get calls asking for help with Lethals-in-need all across
the USA. As you know, Kathy is located in Missouri
and Cyndi is in Arizona. Our goal is to establish safe
havens for all of the Lethals located in other states.

We are desperately looking for Foster Homes who can
at least temporarily provide a safe haven until transport
or space becomes available. We need foster homes in
every state, especially in the NORTHWEST region.
PLEASE HELP!

If you are interested in becoming a foster home, please
contact Kathy Munie by email at
snap_4thedogz@sbcglobal.net or call her directly at
(314) 853-6542.

Any help you can provide either temporary or until
adoption, would be greatly appreciated and is
desperately needed. m

Advertise With Us

This issue we would like to feature a new service being
offered by a wonderful group of people.

~g
Flying Paws

Visit www.flyingpaws.org

Donations are welcome!

=S

DONMATE

Donations are not only welcome, but are always
needed. If you would like to donate to the efforts of
saving many Lethals-In-Need, please send a check
payable to:

SNAP, 9328 Talbot Drive, St. Louis, MO 63123
OR

Aussielads Aussie Rescue, 926 W. Nido Avenue,
Mesa, AZ 85210. m

Your organization could be in the next issue!

Want to be mentioned in our newsletter? Simply email
Cyndi at aussies@aussielads.com for details m

Editors

Cyndi Cunico - Mesa, Arizona
Kathy Munie - St. Louis, Missouri

Look for our next issue of the Lethals Across USA
newsletter due out in July! m



mailto:aussies@aussielads.com
mailto:snap_4thedogz@sbcglobal.net
http://flyingpaws.org/
mailto:aussies@aussielads.com
mailto:snap_4thedogz@sbcglobal.net
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